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Mark Joseph Freihage

FEB 16, 1923 - OCT 8, 2021

M ark J. Freihage of Easton, MD passed away on the evening of October 8th at
the age of 98. Mark's innate humility, kindness, love and mercy were a gift to
all that knew him and allowed him to inspire and relate to people across generations,
geographies and cultures.

Mark was born in Indianapolis, Indiana on February 16, 1923. He was educated at
Duns Scotus College, Southfield, Michigan and at The Holy Family Friary,
Oldenburg, Indiana where he was ordained in 1949. He went on to earn a doctorate
in psychology from the Catholic University of America.

For over two decades as a Franciscan friar, Mark served as assistant director of
Franciscan formation of young clerics and was also a spiritual director of Secular
Franciscans, a professor and therapist. As a professor, he taught at Duns Scotus
College, St. Leonard College, Catholic University of America and Georgetown
University in the psychology departments. Following a dispensation from Rome,
Mark left the priesthood and would go on to be an active member of his local parish
for the rest of his life. He worked with Pastoral Counseling and Consultation Centers
of Greater Washington, Inc. before going into private practice from which he retired
at age 8l.

His personal life revolved around time with family and friends, especially his beloved wife Gloria
and children Jason and Erika. Mark and Gloria were ever present in an array of community
activities such as Eucharistic ministry, parent teacher associations, coaching sports, and of course
his favorite pastime, sailing. While most of his sailing adventures were on the waters of the
Chesapeake Bay, Mark's major seafaring achievement was a round trip voyage with friends to
Bermuda on his beloved Inherit the Wind. At age 87, Mark took up oil painting, thereby finding a
new way to share his joy for life and artistic ability with others.

Mark is survived by his wife, Gloria, to whom he was married for 52 years, his two children and
their spouses, four grandchildren, numerous nieces and nephews, and many friends he has
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inspired over the years.

His funeral mass will take place at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Easton, MD on Friday,
November 5, 2021 at 11am. Visitation with family will begin at 10am.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Mark's memory to:

* Talbot Hospice 586 Cynwood Dr., Easton, MD 21601,
https:/interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.aspx’name=E352248&id=1 or

* Franciscan Friars, Province of St. John the Baptist, 1615 Vine St., Cincinnati, OH 45202
www.franciscan.org; or

* Saints Peter and Paul Building Fund, 1214 S. Washington St., Easton, MD 21601,
https:/www.ssppeaston.org/give

Arrangements are by Framptom Funeral Home-Ostrowski Chapel of St. Michaels.
Please visit www.framptom.com

This event will be live streamed at the following link: https:/youtu.be/Xgn4UNqki6o
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ﬁ Friday, November 5, 2021

(O 1:00 AM - 12:00 PM ET
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@ Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church - Easton
1210 South Washington Streer, Easton MD 21601
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Sallie Fulton posted:

Mark was indeed my incredibly favorite person...loved being with him and stories that asked him
repeat over and over again] A magnificent man who made me feel important and cared about ...your
life was meaningful to sooooo many. What a love story... Gloria and Mark @ Gloria, thank you for
your unending love, care for Mark. Mark, rest glorious peace €.

October 24 at 4:26 AM

Christie Barnhorst posted:

One of the best times we had as a family was our ride on Uncle Mark's sail boat. Mark & Joe did well.
Andrew & | weren't such good sailors. But Uncle Mark made it so exciting.He was a kind, patient man.
Whenever you spoke with him, it felt like you had his full attention.He was a wonderful example of
how to live a many faceted lifetime. @ Aunt Gloria, Erica, and Jason; | am so sorry you lost him. |
know your memories will keep him close in your hearts.Love, Christie

October 21 at 3:50 AM

Susan lit a candle in honor of Mark.

October 20 at 7:54 PM R

Alan Spicher lit a candle in honor of Mark.

October 20 at 7:21 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Mark by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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